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Notice of Study Commencement





ONTARIO GOVERNMENT NOTICE  
NOTICE OF STUDY COMMENCEMENT 

HIGHWAY 400 - HIGHWAY 404 LINK (THE BRADFORD BY PASS) ASSIGNMENT NO. 2019-E-0048 
PRELIMINARY DESIGN & CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STUDY 

 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

Notifications advising of the time and location of the PICs and of the availability of the TESR for review 
will be published in local newspapers, distributed to the project contact list, and made available on the 
project website. 

The design and future construction of the bridges may affect navigability within the Holland River and 
Holland River East Branch. The design and future construction of the bridges over the Holland River 
and East Holland River may affect navigability within the rivers. If you have information on current 
navigability (timing, types of vessels, etc.) please contact the Project Team or complete the form on the 
�³�&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���8�V�´���S�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���� 

 For up to date project information, or to 
participate in the study, please visit the 
project website or contact the Project Team 
directly by e-mail or telephone. 

Website : www.BradfordBypass.ca 

Email : ProjectTeam@BradfordBypass.ca  
Toll -Free 
Number : 1-877-247-6036  

PROJECT TEAM 

Cameron Bevers  
MTO Project Manager 
Ministry of Transportation 
159 Sir William Hearst Avenue, 4th Floor 
Toronto, ON M3M 0B7 

Tim Soro chinsk y, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
AECOM 
30 Leek Crescent, 4th Floor 
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 4N4 

 
Comments are being collected to assist MTO in meeting the requirements of the Ontario Environmental 
Assessment Act. This material will be maintained on file for use during the Study and may be included 
in project documentation. Information collected will be used in accordance with the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. F.31. With the exception of personal 
information, all comments will become part of the public record. If you have any accessibility 
requirements in order to participate in this project, please contact the Project Team as listed above.  

 





 

 

Purpose of thi s Letter: As part of the external consultation process for the Class EA, and the 
Ministry�¶s Duty to Consult, this letter is intended to notify you of the commencement of this 
Preliminary Design and EA study, solicit your input and establish meetings or presentations with 
the Chief and elected council, as needed.  

The design and future construction of the bridges may affect navigability within the Holland 
River and Holland River East Branch. We welcome receiving information about current and 
historical uses of the Holland River and Holland River East Branch by members of your 
community (i.e. recreation, commercial, or ceremonial). In addition to river use, we would 
appreciate receiving information on what types of vessels are, or were used by your community 
(e.g. canoe, kayak, motorized boats <5m in length, motorized boats 5-8m in length, motorized 
boats >8m in length). 

This EA Study will also include the following assessments and documentation:  

�y Agricultural Impact Assessment; 
�y Air Quality Impact Assessment; 
�y Archaeological Assessment (Stages 2, 3, & 4, as required); 
�y Cultural Heritage Assessment; 
�y Drainage and Hydrology; 
�y Erosion and Sediment Control Risk Assessment; 
�y Fish and Fish Habitat Existing Conditions and Impact Assessment Report; 
�y Fluvial Geomorphology; 
�y Groundwater Impact Assessment; 
�y Land Use and Property Impact Assessment; 
�y Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment; 
�y Preliminary Landscape Composition Plan;  
�y Snowdrift Assessment; 
�y Terrestrial Ecosystems Existing Conditions and Impact Assessment Report (including an 

assessment of vegetation and vegetation communities, wildlife and wildlife habitat, 
species at risk and designated natural areas); and, 

�y Waste and Excess Materials Management Plan. 

The MTO recognizes that Indigenous partners are prioritizing COVID-19 responses to protect 
the health and well-being of their communities, and as a result, this may impact their ability to 
respond to ministry projects. The MTO remains committed to fulfilling its duty to consult 
requirements and will endeavour to accommodate requests to delay, postpone or suspend 
consultation discussions at this time.  

The continued operation of MTO infrastructure is vital to the health and safety of Ontarians 
during this state of emergency. This includes ensuring airports that serve remote First Nations 
continue to operate, as well as maintaining highways and bridges across the province so goods 
and services, like food and medical supplies, can continue to flow. MTO projects, and 
supporting policy and planning activities, play a vital role in ensur�L�Q�J���2�Q�W�D�U�L�R�¶�V���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���U�H�Pains 
healthy, by providing jobs in engineering, design and construction fields.   

MTO has reviewed planned infrastructure needs to ensure the continued safe and reliable 
operation of Ontario's highway network and transportation system. Policy and planning activities 
and infrastructure projects will be triaged to determine which are the highest priority to keep on 
track and must meet project timelines to remain on track and on budget. No response is 
required at this time, and MTO will be in touch with further information as this project 
progresses. 

 



 

 

We encourage you and your community members to visit the project website for project 
information and updates throughout the study and if required, contact the Project Team directly 
by email or telephone.  

www.BradfordBypass.ca ProjectTeam@BradfordBypass.ca 1-877-247-6036 

Comments are being collected to assist MTO in meeting the requirements of the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act. This material will be maintained on file for use during the study 
and may be included in project documentation. Information collected will be used in accordance 
with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. F.31. With the 
exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. If you 
have any accessibility requirements in order to participate in this project, please contact the 
Project Team as listed above.  

For direct communication with the Ministry, please contact the MTO Project Manager by phone 
at (416) 235-3435 or by email at Cameron.Bevers@ontario.ca. Please feel free to contact us to 
request a meeting to discuss any of the reports or project details. We thank you for your 
participation and interest in the Preliminary Design and EA Study for the Bradford Bypass, and 
look forward to your involvement.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cameron Be vers  
MTO Project Manager 
 
Cc. L. Sarris, MTO Senior Environmental Planner 

R. Gribbon, MTO Senior Environmental Planner 
L. Currie, MTO Indigenous Liaison 
J. Seibert, MTO Regional Archaeologist  
S. Kalali, MTO Area Manager, York-Durham East 
J. MacKinnon, MTO Area Manager, York-Durham West 
T. Sorochinsky, AECOM Project Manager  
R. Sheikh, AECOM Deputy Project Manager  
B. Patkowski, AECOM Senior Environmental Planner 
S. Rankin, AECOM Senior Environmental Planner 

 
Encl. Notice of Study Commencement 





 

 

Purpose of this Letter: As part of the external consultation process for the Class EA, this letter 
is intended to notify you of the Preliminary Design and EA study and solicit your input. The 
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�x Bradford West Gwillimbury Topic on Thursday September 17, 2020 
�x East Gwillimbury Express on Thursday September 17, 2020 

How to Participate: We encourage you to fill out the enclosed stakeholder comment form and 
return it within two (2) weeks of receiving this letter (October 9th, 2020), to provide comments 
and feedback, or to request additional information about the project.  
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Final Stakeholder Letter  
September 23, 2020 
 
«Name» 
«Organization» 
«Address» 
 
Dear «Greeting»: 
 
RE: Notice of Study  Commencement  (Assignment No. 2019 -E-0048) 

Highway 400 �± Highway 404 Link ( The Bradford Bypass)  
Preliminary Design and Class Environmental Assessment Study  
Ontario Ministry of Transportation   

 

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained AECOM Canada Ltd. 
(AECOM) to undertake a Preliminary Design and Class Environmental Assessment 
(EA) Study for the proposed Highway 400 �± Highway 404 Link (Bradford Bypass). MTO 
previously completed a route planning study for the Bradford Bypass in 1997 and a 
subsequent EA and Recommended Plan were approved in 2002. The proposed 
Bradford Bypass is a new 16.2 km rural controlled access freeway. The proposed 
highway will extend from Highway 400 between Lines 8 and 9 in Bradford/West 
Gwillimbury, will cross a small portion of King Township, and will connect to Highway 
404 between Queensville Sideroad and Holborn Road in East Gwillimbury. There are 
proposed full and partial interchanges, as well as grade separated crossings at 
intersecting municipal roads and watercourses, including the Holland River and Holland 
River East Branch. This project will also include the Preliminary Design for the 
replacement of the 9th Line structure on Highway 400. The study area within Simcoe 
County (Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury) and the Regional Municipality of York 
(Township of King and Town of East Gwillimbury) is shown in the key map (see 
attached Notice of Study Commencement). 

This s�W�X�G�\���Z�L�O�O���I�R�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���I�R�U���D���*�U�R�X�S���µA�¶���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H��
MTO Class Environmental Assessment for Provincial Transportation Facilities (2000) 
(Class EA). General improvement/enhancements to the approved 2002 route of the 
Bradford Bypass will be considered as part of this EA Study. Alternatives will be 
generated and evaluated based on technical and environmental factors, and in 
consultation with Indigenous Communities, public stakeholders, municipalities and 
government agencies. The Study Team will review and carry forward previous 
environmental commitments made during the previous 2002 Route Planning EA Study, 
as well as assess any new impacts and prescribe new mitigation measures to be 
carried forward for the subsequent Detail Design phase for the Bradford Bypass. Two 
Public Information Centres (PICs) will be held during this study to provide interested 
parties with the opportunity to discuss the Study and provide input to the Project Team. 
Upon study completion, a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) will be 
prepared and be available for a 30-day public review period. 

AECOM 

30 Leek Cres., 4th Floor 

Richmond Hill, ON 
L4B 4N4 

Canada 

www.aecom.com 

905-882-4401 tel 
905-882-4399 fax 
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Purpose of this Letter: As part of the external consultation process for the Class EA, 
this letter is intended to notify you of the commencement of this Preliminary Design and 
EA study and solicit your input.  

How to Participate: We encourage you to fill out the enclosed stakeholder comment 
form and return it within two (2) weeks of receiving this letter (October 9th, 2020), to 
provide comments and feedback, or to request additional information about the project. 

The design and future construction of the bridges may affect navigability within the 
Holland River and Holland River East Branch. Please indicate on the stakeholder 
comment form (Question # 4) if you or your organization use the Holland River or 
Holland River East Branch for navigation (i.e. recreation or commercial uses). In 
addition to river use, we would appreciate receiving information on the types of vessels 
being used (e.g. canoe, kayak, motorized boats <5m in length, motorized boats 5-8m in 
length, motorized boats >8m in length). 

We encourage you to visit the project website for project information and updates 
throughout the study and if required, contact the Project Team directly by email or 
telephone. 

 www.BradfordBypass.ca ProjectTeam@BradfordBypass.ca 1-877-247-6036 

Comments are being collected to assist MTO in meeting the requirements of the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act. This material will be maintained on file for use during 
the study and may be included in project documentation. Information collected will be 
used in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, c. F.31. With the exception of personal information, all comments will 
become part of the public record. If you have any accessibility requirements in order to 
participate in this project, please contact the Project Team as listed above.  

We thank you for your participation and interest in the Preliminary Design and EA Study 
for the Bradford Bypass, and look forward to your involvement.   

Sincerely, 
AECOM 

 
Tim Sorochinsky, P.Eng.  
AECOM Project Manager 
 
Cc. C. Bevers, MTO Project Manager 

L. Sarris, MTO Senior Environmental Planner 
R. Gribbon, MTO Senior Environmental Planner 
S. Kalali, MTO Area Manager, York-Durham East 
J. MacKinnon, MTO Area Manager, York-Durham West 
R. Sheikh, AECOM Deputy Project Manager  
B. Patkowski, AECOM Senior Environmental Planner 
S. Rankin, AECOM Senior Environmental Planner 

 
Encl. Notice of Study Commencement 
 External Stakeholder Information Form 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Request for Permission to Enter   
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































